
Rural Energy Savings Act of 2023 Statements of Support  
 
“We applaud Reps. Clyburn and Budzinski for updating and reauthorizing a program that helps 
rural households save money on their energy bills and make their homes more comfortable,” said 
League of Conservation Voters Vice President of Federal Policy Matthew Davis. “Building on 
the affordable clean energy plan congressional Democrats passed last session, this bill would 
provide important complementary support for rural families and deserves a spot in the Farm Bill.” 
 
“‘The Rural Energy Savings Act’ would make the already-great Rural Energy Savings Program 
(RESP) even better,” said Environmental and Energy Study Institute President Daniel 
Bresette. “These proposed changes would make RESP loans accessible to more rural electric co-
ops, municipal utilities, and other borrowers that want to help their members and customers make 
cost-effective clean energy upgrades to their homes. Since it was launched in 2016, supporting 
innovative on-bill financing programs like those underway in South Carolina, RESP has played a 
key role in efforts to help drive economic growth and create jobs in many rural communities. 
Thanks to the long-standing commitment of Rep. Clyburn to RESP and the new leadership of Rep. 
Budzinski, the upcoming Farm Bill could result in lower monthly utility bills for many thousands 
of households in South Carolina, Illinois, and beyond.” 
 
“Electric cooperatives have a long history of partnering with USDA to ensure rural Americans 
have access to reliable electric service at a price they can afford. This legislation will build upon 
the Rural Energy Savings Program’s decade of success by giving co-ops new tools to help their 
members implement energy efficiency programs. We appreciate Senator Welch, Senator 
Murkowski, Congressman Clyburn and Congresswoman Budzinski’s efforts to improve this 
important program and help reduce energy use and costs for rural families and businesses.” — 
Louis Finkel, Senior Vice President of Government Relations, National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association. 
 
“Counties welcome congressional efforts to pass bipartisan legislation that would improve access 
to sustainable, reliable, affordable energy in our rural communities,” said National Association 
of Counties Executive Director Matthew Chase. “For nearly a decade, the Rural Energy Savings 
Program, or RESP, has provided vital resources to address unique energy challenges facing rural 
counties. This legislation will ensure that RESP continues to serve as an option for financing 
energy-saving measures for rural utilities and consumers. Counties look forward to working with 
Congress and other federal partners to foster the development of resilient energy systems in rural 
communities and beyond.” 
 
“Conservation Voters South Carolina appreciates Congressman Clyburn’s longstanding work to 
help rural communities and communities in persistent poverty in our state, and his Rural Energy 
Savings Act will help those communities decrease their energy costs,” said John Tynan, 



Executive Director of Conservation Voters of South Carolina. “The Farm Bill is a great 
opportunity for Congress to build on federal investments in energy efficiency and clean energy 
that save families money and decrease health harming pollution.” 
 
“We appreciate the support of Congresswoman Nikki Budzinski for this important program,” said 
Craig Sondgeroth, President/CEO of the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives.  “Enhancing this program creates an additional resource for electric cooperative 
members and rural communities throughout Illinois.” 
 
"The Rural Energy Savings Program has been instrumental in supporting South Carolina 
cooperatives for many years, and we are eager to see it reauthorized in the upcoming Farm Bill. 
This program helps our members save energy and lower their power bills. The proposed changes 
— including grant funding for administrative costs, extended repayment terms, and expanded 
eligibility — will further enhance the program's effectiveness and enable us to reach even more 
households. This program has not only made a meaningful difference to our members’ homes, it 
has also made a meaningful difference in their lives. We fully support these changes and their 
potential to benefit our cooperative members." — Gary L. Stooksbury, Chief Executive Officer, 
Aiken Electric Cooperative 
 


